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Pampered With Governor
Hughes's Manuscript?

This passage in the interesting and
mostly excellent speech made by Gov-
ernor HvgHES ut the George Washington
University yesterday will surprise even
& careless reader:

“ At a time when material prosperity reached
its highest point and combinations of wealth and
powner seemed to exercise an Irresistible Influence
the American people once more revealed thelr
capacity for self-government and resolved to
drive the money changers from the temples of
democracy.”

Governer HUGHES was lauding the
richest American “money changer” of
the eighteenth centfiry, judicious, calm,
no fawner upon the people, no lover
of tawdry rhetoric, 1Is it likely that to
make  robe of honor for CEORGE WASH-
INGTON he would borrow the threadbare
tags of BRYAN'S clown's suit?

Until we have seen it in the original
manuscript we refuse to believe that
this cast of rag of the cheapest and
stalest Pryanisin has been prigged Ly
the Governor of New. York. Whatever
his overplus of the other virtues, we
hate to think that he lacks good taste,

On the Political Value of the Power
to Get Mad.

Not even the opposition of the Hon.
Tivorny L. WOODRUFF, as quasi head
of the "lepublican State machine, not
even the agonized protests of the Hon.
WiLLiAM JAY SCHIFFFRLIN as titular
boss of the Citizens Union, can eptirely
reconcile us to Governor HUGHES'S
novel project for achieving direct nom-
inations by indirection and eliminating
the boss by further elevating him.
Indeed, we tiay venture humbly to fore-
cast that it is from this and similar op-
position alone that the Governor roust
draw his entire support for a proposal
which we regard as ceitain fo be re-
jected by the comman sense of the vot-
ers of this State not merely as imprac-
ticable in operation but as essentially
suhversive of the precise principles it
purports to embhody.

For ourselves we have always been
prone to regard direct nominations as
one of the pink pills of politics. It is
trie that we are constantly confronted
with testimony collected in the middle
West which sets forth an endiess num-
ber of miracles performed in its name,
but upon closer evidence we confess
we have generally found that a ma-
chine founded upon patronage and cor-
ruption has been replaved by another
based upon hypocrisy and self-right-
eousness and that usually a very con-
siderable paxtion of the substructure of
the old system has still survived.

No one with even a fraction of a sense

of bumor will pretend to quarrel with
Governor HUGHES when he asserts that
we are boss ridden. Of course we are
bose ridden; the very presence of the
insignificant Woodruffs, the Odells and
the Murphys in control of our party
machinery is incontestable proof of this
fact. No one will deny the Governor's
frequent declaration that our present
system of party management is a trav-
esty upon representative government.
Yet there is just one mitigating circum-
stance, one remedy still remaining to
the people under the present system.
With great regularity during the last
few years the voters of this State, un-
easy of stomach and sick at heart, have
risen in their wrath and disposed of the
bosses and bosslets or set them shrieking
for mercy.
.In a word, the power to “get mad”
effectively has remained with us. We
have been too busy or too careless to
bother with the details of party poli-
tics, We have tacitly consented that
the party bosses, petty traffickers as we
knew them to be, should attend to the
sweeping of our streets. We have com-
pounded with our necessities or with
our conveniences to the extent of al-
lowing them a measure of minor graft
as a reward for their industry. So%ong
as they avoided our sight, our hearing
and our sense of smell we have toler-
ated them and their profession; but
when they rave broken this tacit com-
pact, when hey have sought for them-
selves a role more potential than that of
scavengers and swill emptiers, then we
have with brevity, energy and possibly
some violence eliminated them,

Now, it is precisely this power to
get mad effectively that the Governor's
plan threatens. To our mind his elah-
orate and purely hypothetical method
of direct indirection, or indirect direc-
tion, will increase the power the boss
now holds, while it saddles the voter
with all the responsibility for the boss's
action, a responsibility he does not now
take nor, we believe, desire. A State
committee with the power to nominate
a Governor, an enrolled party member-
ship with the necessity to accept or re-
ject this nomination and substitute its
own, such a couaception, we believe,
would have brought exquisite joy to

‘

the soul of Senator THOMAS C. PLATT or
ex-Governor B, B. OpELL in days not
long passed. How grieved each of
them will be, even now, that he never
hit upon this plan!

There are occasions when we are com-
pelled to regret that the Governor never
ran an election district on tho lower
East 8ide or cultivated a huinan weak-
ness of endearing dimensions. This is
one of the occasions, As it is, however,
we are bound to recall the profound
observation of that eminent political
philosopher on the practical side, Colonel
ABE GRUBER. “Give the people what
they ask for,” Colonel GRUBER remarked
on a celebrated occasion, “but give it to
them in such shape that it won't do you
any harm or them any good.* With a
complete recognition of the sincere
purpose and high principle Governor
HvaHEs has evinced in this, as all other
efforts to reform us, we are forced to
admit that we regard his latest project as
splendidly achieving Colonel GRUBER'S
luminous description of the bosses’
desideratum,

The Return of the Fleet.

The battleship fleet is riding at anchor
again in the roads it left on an untried
and precarious venture on December
16,1907. What this homecoming means
to the families of the 14,600 officers and
men whose exacting and unparalleled
tour of sea duty has lasted a year and
sixtyreight days no one not in intimate
and tender relations to them can realize.
What it means to the returning sailors
no one but themselves, not even kith
and kin, can understand. Of novelty
and hospitality, of honorand adulation
they have had all that oould fall to the
lot of naval men in foreign ports. The
rigor of their work and the strain of
responsibility have been tremendous,
Home, therefore—and home was the
United States—accumulated intensity
of meaning as the long cruise of 42,000
miles drew to an end. Never before
were Americans so glad to see the loom
of the Atlantic Coast.

People may honestly differ about the
wisdom of such an undertaking by the
line of battle of the navy, the concens
tration of its greatest fighting strength
in & protracted cruise in seas remote
from the home ports, but we are all one
in pride in the navy, That the comple-
ment of the battleship fleet has thor-
oughly satisfied every test of efficiency
and that its appearance on parade and
ita bearing on shore leave have never
been surpassed by any other service we
know that foreign critics have cordially
testified. 1f this demonstration of the
ability and character of tha United
States Navy has profoundly impressed
other countries it bas delighted and re-
assured An.ericans, while it has greatly
increased the pride of the men in the
uniform they wear. The technical
value of the long voyage we have no
desire to disregard and would empha-
size. Intreating of the nation's defence
Lientenant-Commander YATES STER-
LiNag, U. 8, N., said recently:

“The fleet should be active; (t should be allve
and form a thorough school for the proper training
of ofMicers and men. Our flag oMcers and caplalns
should be trained t0o command the divisions of
the fleet and handle the ships with facility, The
junior oficers and men should be tralned to use
thelr guns, torpedoes and fire control. The
englneer's force must be able In manmuvres to
malotain the speeds set by the commander in
chief without breakdowns, which In battle would
prove costly.”

It was not necessary to steam round
the world to obtain this indispensable
training, but no one can dispute the fact
that every officer and man in the fleet is
more proficent and sure of himself for
theexperience. Importantengine room
problems have been worked out, and
complete records of speed power and
fuel economy, which should prove ser-
viceable in emergencies, have been
regularly kept. Competitive engineer-
ing is of equal value with competitive
marksmanship, and the fleet is more
formidable for the lessons it has learned
in both engineering and marksmanship.
And the fleet has been drilled and prac-
tised until it ia truly homogeneous, a
powerful fighting instrument. Nodoubt
this fitness makes for peace, hut to
demonstrate it is it necessary to invade
the Seven Beas and make the circuit of
the world at the cost of a new Dread=
nought? We think)the question will in
future be answered in the negative.

Who Owns Spitzbergen ?

An international conference in which
the United States will be represented
is to meet this week in Christiania for
the purpose of determining the control
of the archipelago which bears the col-
lective name of Spitzbergen. Norway
claims ownership on the ground that
during the last hundred years the
coasts of the archipelago have been
mainly frequented by Norwegian fish-
ermen and huntsmen; but the recent
discovery of rich coal fields has at-
tracted the cupidity of other countries,
some of which have pretensions based
on discovery or former occupation, The
question of cwnership has heen agitated
since 1871, and it is time that it should
be settled.

A good deal of misconception seems
to be current concerning this archipel-
ago, which lies in the Arctic Ocean mid-
way between Greenland and Nova
Zembld, some 400 miles north-north-
weet of the North Cape of Norway. It
has acquired a scientific interest from
its having been selected as a base for
a series of explorations in the polar
regions; but for a long time during the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,

up to the disappearance of the “right”
quented by Dutch and Danish fishermen.

’whlle. the archipelago was much fre-

‘One village, Smeerenberg, is said to

have been visited by as many as 18,000
men in a single summer. During the
last hundred vears, however, the fleld
has heen left for the most part to the
Norwegians, the walrus being the prin-
cipal gbject of pursuit, although rein-
deer, foxes, bears, sea birds and eider
are also sought. It is a noteworthy
fact that although a branch of the Gulf
Stream moderates the climate of the
western shores of Spitzbergen only the
Russian “Pomory,” as the inhabitants
of the Murman coast are called, have
succeeded in enduring the Spitzbergen

winter. One of these spent no less than

s o

thirty-two winters (fifteen of them con-
secutive) on the islands. The indige-
nous fauna are very numerous, though
not very rich in species. The anumber
of reindeer is extraordinary. In a sin-
gle suymmer within the course of a few
weeks between 1,500 and 2,000 have been
killod. There is a suspicion that their
numbers are replenished by migrations
from an unknown polar confinent in
tho northeast, the principal evidence for
the hypothesis being that many of the
deer have both ears croppod at the same
height, which could hardly be due to
frost bite.

8o far as the claim of ownership is
based upon discovery the Norwegians
have no standing in court. Spitz-
bergen was discovered in 1506 by WiLL~
IAM BARENTS, who has given his name
to the sea stretching thence eastward
to Nova Zembla, and his compahion,
CORNELIUS R1JP, is alleged to havo cirv
cumnavigated the archipelago, which
was long considered a part of Green-
land, Itisanundisputéd fact, however,
that long before BARENTS came upon
the group the Russians hac known it
under the name of “Grumant,” and
when CHANCELLOR arrived at Archangel
in 1553 he learned that the Russians
were in the habit of visiting Grumant
for hunting purposes. 8ince .830 they
have neglected the archipeligo, but
they have not forgotten thyir his-
torical claim, and in 1871 preveated by
their protest the annexation of the
group by Sweden and Nosway. We
are indebted to Swedish savants for
most of our scientific knowledge of the
ialands; indeed, the literature of the
subject in Swedish is volumjinous,
Apparently the international confer-
ence must adopt one of three solutions,
namely, recognize Russia's claim of
discovery or Norway's dlaim of occupa~
tion, or in compliance with Germany's
suggestion place the Spitzbergen archi-
pelago under international control.

Mr. Taft on Ministers and Lawyers,

In his address at the University of
Pennsylvania yesterday on “The Pres-
ent Relations of the Learned Professions
to Political Government® Mr. TAPT re-
gretted the loss’ of influence which in
his view the clergy has suffered since
the days of the learned New England
ministers when the Congregational
Church was the ecstablished church.
We need not enter into his review of
the causes of that decline or contend,
as there is ground enough to do, that
there is no reason to regret the decayed
preeminence of tho one educated class
in an essentially rural community when
medicine was mainly old wives' quack-
ery, and neither business nor law had
much importance, ¥

Call it theocracy or aristocracy, the
forms and the substance of the society
in which the minister was most looked
up to have heen superseded. Only by
slow degrees was democratization ef-
fected. The colonial spirit lingered far
into the nineteenth century; and there
are still Btate constitutions in which the
seventeenth or the eighteenth is em-
balded. With immigration, with the
wonderful growth of religions under the
ban or feeble in the earlier time the
influence of the clergy in religious and
moral spheres has rather increased and
quickened, at least as compared with
the stagnation of the Jatter days of
Puritanisin.

If the political weight of the clérgy
has decreased it is not merely becau®
its intellectual position has been im-
paired—if it has been—or that new and
more attractive means of distinction
present themselves (o capable and
trained minds. The attitude of the
public has changed. Its political
knowledge and experience are at least
equal, and usually superior, to those of
the clergyman. It sees in him, moree
over, too often a tendency to denounce
without fact and to dictate without
responsibility. His entrance into poli-
tics is more or less resented. No matter
how excellent his motives, he is often
in no position to inform or direct the
layman as to politics. Perhaps it would
he just to say that the laity has riser
rather than that the clergy has fallen.

The political activity of the clergy
something that most of us can easily
spare. They have work which they

a rule with advantage to the State and

ever, seems to hold that the ministry
in politics is desirable, and recognizes
that it has heen stimulated by the most
reiterant and reboant of preachers.

“During the administration of Mr. RooszveLT
and under the Induence of certaln revelations of
business Immorality the consclence of the whole
country was shocked and then nerved to the point
of demanding that a better order of affairs be
Introduced. 1n this movement the min Isters of
the varfous churches have recognized the call
upon them (o assist, and they have been heard
the country over in accents much more effective
than ever before In half a century, 'l'ho; bhave
not all always been discreet. They have some-
times atiempted to make the moral reforms by
law wider than practical experience would jus.
tify. Indeed, the tendency of some ministers In
taking part in poiitics and seeking governmenta|
reform Is to demand too close a realization of their
Ideais and an unwillingness to give up the accom-
plishment of some for decided progress toward
others. This Is a limitation upon their useful.
ness.” ;

In short, the ministers, while shocked
into activity by Mr. ROOSEVELT, are not
“practical men” and have not his dis-
cretion and unlimited usefulness. They
are, we infer, capable of much good
under a great moral director and awak-
ensr of righteousness like Mr. Roosk-
vELT. The lawyers inay be useful under
the same auspices. Mr. TAPFT is “far
from .being blind to the defects and
weaknesses of the profeasion of the law,
of which I [he] once had the honor to
be a member. Lawyers are frequently
& conservative class.” A grievous fault,
oertainly, but in spite of it lawyers may
do the State some service:

“ The mercantile spirit, the effect of luxurious
living. the greed of financial power, the Inertia
produced by present comfort, all bave a tendency
1o blind us to abuses and evils that creep (nto our
business, governmental and social Hfe, and (¢
needs some greal, strong, courageous spirly to
point, not in o delicate color and with no fear
of hurting people's feelings, the truth, and to stir
up the people 1o demand in tones that cannot be
denled a reform of the abuses. After It s settled
by popular decree such reforms must take place

ft1s for the members of the legal profession, clearly

| Mansion when the British burned It in 1814,
are more called to do, and they do it as | Executive Mansion Is built of freestone, which
| was quarried down on the Potomac River,
| Caplitol proper was constructed out of the same
honor to themselves. Mr. TAFT, how- | stone, thougi® of course, the wings for the Senate
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advised as 10 the necessities of the case, baving a
nice and accurate knowledge pf the operation of
proposed statutes and clearly percelving the
practical difficulties in thelr enforcement which
must be obviated by special provision, 0 fufnish
the legal means of making such reforms per-
manent and effeotive.®

In short, the lawyer, like the minister,
is subordinate and secondary. The
great, atrong, couragoous spirit is pri-
mary. Certainly an infinite deal of
preaching and an entire contempt of
law have distinguished the administra-
tion which Mr. TAPT so gratefully, if a
little inappropriately, celebrates.

Down in Virginia.

Since the retirement of Mr. HENRY
STUART from the Virginia Guberna-
torial campaign a very large propor-
tion if not an actual majority of the
voters has been left to rudderless inde-
cision. The two aspiranta left in the
field are Judge MANN, an excellent
person but entangled hopelessly in the
prohibition movement, and the Hon.
HENRY St1. GRORGE TUCKER, lately
president of the Jamestown exposition,
an admirable orator and a scion of 9one
of “the very oldest families.” Judge
MANN has recently been handicapped
very seriously by some action on the
part of the Anti-Saloon League, while
Mr. TUCKRR, robbed of an issne in con-
nection with red liquor and perhaps
preferring to leave those complications
to his antagonist, has written “coms+
pulsory education” on his shield and
is now caracoling down the lists, somo-
what surprised at the lack of enthusiasm
among the multitude.

Of Judge MANN we can only con-
jecture that he doesn't want to go as
as far as the prohibitionists would like
or that they find him disposed to exceed
them in fervor and enthusiasm. Cer-
tainly all indications point to a disagree-
ment of some sort and portend a most
injurious clash, while Mr. TUCKFR'S
locud demands awaken very languid
interest and seem to relegate him to
the limbo of unconsidered things.
Meanwhile, despite the general thirst
for a new champion with new spurs
to popular emotion, the situation seema
to lag. There has been some talk of
the Hon. CARTER GLASS of Lynchburg,
presently a member of Congress, but
he has pointedly disclaimed ambition,
There has been adventurous mention
of a Colonel HENRY, from the south-
western corner of the State, who seems
to be a fairly faithful replica of Mr.
HENRY STUART in all that goes to make
a man of substance and discretion, but
80 far he has not responded. The con-
test, therefore, is between Judge MANN,
of unknown or at least indefinite iden-
tification with the prohibition move-
ment, and HENRY ST. GRORGE TUCKER,
brandishing a spear that no man cares
three straws for.

Virginians we imagine Jdo not want
their households invaded by the Gov-
ernment, their children taken by the
neck and stuffed with so-called knowl-
edge. And so, what with the obfus-
cation of Judge MANN and the futility
of Mr. Tucker, Virginia bids fair to
become the victim of a campaign prac-
tically destitute of leaders or issues
upon whom or which wholesome minded
men can draw a line or fight an honest
fight.

This if true is a sad condition for a
great State like Virginia. There is a
pervading air of degeneration in this
quarrel which must make the judicious

grieve,

The versatility of Mr. RoosevELT will be shown
by the faet that he will speak German in his ad-
dress hefore the students of the 'niversity of
nerllr French [n his lecture at the Sorboane, and
English in delivering the Romanes lecture at
Oxford ~ New York Tridune.

We are not 8o sure About the English;

nor do we beliove that MasiE s sure

THE WHITE HOUSE.

Was Madison the First to Give the Presh
dent’'s House That Name ¥
To rTag Lptrok or THE SUN -Sir: Your In
terest In the n ming of the “White House” leads
me 1o send you this clipping from the Washington
Star printed by THE SUN about 1508,
BRONXVILLE, February 21 TUDOR JENKS,

“There are a number of- stories In circulation

| going to show why the Executive Mansion was

calied the White House, and by whom It was
fArst called such.” said a local historian, “but 1
think the best evidence tends to glve that credit
to James Madison, who was the fourth Pres|.
dent, and who was driven out of the Executive
The

The

and House of Representatives are bullt of marble,
with granite foundations.

“At the time the British burned the Executive
Mansion they did a lot of other damage, and
the country was pressed for money to repalr the
same, The walls of the mansion were but little

maged, other than being blackened by smoke.

s | sald, money was scarce, and Congress made
an appropriation to have the outside of the house
painted, White was selected as the best color.
The Capitol was not painted for nearly twenty
years afterward. Madison, In a letter to a per-
sonal and political friend, wrote: ‘Come In and
see me any time. You will always find me In at
the White House.'

“The Executive Mansion may have been called
the White House before tHat, but 1 have never
been able to Ond any record of it. The letter
from Madison had an important political bear-
Ing and was very extensively circulated, If,
therefore, Magison did not officlate at the christ-
ening. he certainly took a prominent part in pub-
lishing the fact that the White House was for-
evel from el (me 1o bo the name of the man
slon. Up to that time the Executive Mansion,
which Is the legal name’for |t, Was generally
spoken of as the President's house.”

The Virginia White House.

To #um Eprton or THE SUN Sir: As Mr.
Wakeman says In Tax SUN, the origlnal White
House In Virginia belonged to Mrs. Wash®
Ington. DuMog the war between the States It
was destroyed by the Federal army. At that
Ume it belonged to one of the Lees,

Epwin W, TuoMas.

Nxw YORrk, February 23

Early Use of * White House.”

To TRE BDITOR OF TRE SUN—Sir. I observe
that Mr. Davies is able to trace the use of the
phrase “White House" back as faras 1850. | have
before me a letter written July 19, 1843, by Presi-
dent Tyler's valet, Joh n Preston, to his “old miss™
here In Moblle, in which he says, “Direct your
letter to the White H ouse as It will be sent to the
President wherever he will be.” E.C,

MoOBILE, Ala., February 19.

And Lo! It Was Spring.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir; Crocuses In
bloom at Myrtie and Gates avenues February 18
Skunk cabbage {n bloom in the swamps; song
sparrows, bluebirds and female red wing black-
birds seen and heard February 18; hepatica In
bloom in Forest Park February 3). What better
signs of spring can be dealred? E. W,

BrooxLYN, February 21.

‘A Crying Need.
Knlcker—Maxim has lnvented a nolseless gun.
Bocker—Can he Invent one that a fool knows is

loaded?

The Marriage Settlement.
Stella—What were the marriage settlemenis?

Balla—She setiled down and he settied up,

/

IN CUBA AND
THERE.

FOREIGNERS
THEIR RIGHTS

Havana, Feb, 18.—Several years ago
Bir William Van Horne, then buying land
and building a railroad in Cuba, said that
the island would be annexed to the United
States “piecemeal,” meaning that such
an end would be reached by individual
purchases of Cuban land. The stories
now told of such aoquisitions are greatly
exaggerated, but there are Cubans who
fear that aliens, Americans in particular,
may soon own 80 large a part of the island
that they will control its political as well
as its economic activities. The possibils
ity of legislation prohibiting aliens from
owning property in the island has made a
modest stir here and appears to havé dis-
tugbed many people in the United States.
TherafTair is not as serious as it seems.

Such a law, assuming the posaibility of
its passage, would not affect property
already owned by foreigners. Article
XII. of the Cuban Constitution declares
that “no law shall have any retroactive
effect other than penal laws favorable to
oconvicted or indicted persons.” Property
already owned could not be oconfiscated.
Article XXXII, of the Constitution de-
clares that “no person &hall be deprived
of his property except by ocompetént
authority for the justified reason of
public benefit and after being duly in-
demnified for the same.” The next
Article (XXXIII.) declares that “in no
case shall the penalty of confiscation of
property be imposed.” The purchase of
and the payment for all of the property
now owned by aliens is about as impoasi-
ble for the Cubans as the purchase of
the moon.

The yarns ciroulated here and cabled
to the United States to the effect that
aliens own nearly $2,000,000,000 worth of
property in Cuba are ridioulous. It is
doubtful if the amount would much if at
all exceed one-quarter of that sum, but
the purchase of the properties at even
$500,000,000 would be utterly impossible.
The most important items of foreign own-
ership are doubtless sugar eqtates, rail-
ways, residences and business buildings
in cities, tobaocoo lands and mineral lands.
About 80 per cent. of the sugar estates are
of foreign ownership. It is, however, to
be remembered that a large percentage
of the foreign owners are Spaniards,
whose title deeds date back many years,
and that among the American owners
therg:are many who are Americans in
name only. The railways are largely
owned in England. H&niudn own many
houses and business buildings, either by
inheritance or by purchase long before
the revolution of 1895. Americans have
bought large tracts of tobacco land and
mineral land. It is entirely safe to pre-
diot that no law will be passed which will
in any way affect present titles.

From all that can be learned it is not at
all probable that a bill prohibiting pur-
chases by allenas hereafter can pass the
Congress, and it is believed that it would
encounter a veto at the hands of President
Gomez if it should pass. For the benefit
of Americans who are disposed to unkindly
oriticism of such a proposal as this now
under discussion it may be said that there
are States in the Union that have had
and some that still have just such a law,
The platform of the People's party in
1904 declared that “alien ownership of
land should be prohibited.” The Silver
Republican platform of 1900 declares that
“ye observe with anxiety and regard with
disappoval the increasing ownership of
American lands by aliens.” A number
of other platforrps during the last twenty
years have expressed the same or similar
views, and the Republican platform of
1884 declared that very intelligent and
respectable party to be opposed to the
acquisition of large traocts by nan-resi-
dents or aliens. Therefore if the Cubans
are foolish to consider such legislation
they at least have some excellent pre-
cedents for their folly.

Some of Cuba's industries are greatly
in need of an economic readjustment.
There are matters from which the island
suffers far more than it does or ever will
from alien ownership of property. For
instance, in the province of Matanzas
the railway charge for hauling a
var containing fifteen short tona of
sugar for a distance of 50 kilometers
(31'{ miles) ia about $35. The rates in
other distriots are about the same. In
view of the fact that the lines operating
in the Havana and Matanzas distriots
show earnings of 8 to 10 per cent. and
the fact that a few years ago shareholders
received. a 50 per cent. bonus on their
holdings, it is possible that the sugar

tion to railway rates. Evidently the “gen-
eral welfare” policy of the Provisional
Government in the matter of railways
did not extend beyond the general welfare
of the Havana Eleotric.

The Cuban tariff on various commodi-
ties of daily use and consumption is in
need of attention. Such articles as rioe,
flour, lard and cotton cloth are doubtless
good revenue producers, but in the inter-
eat of consumers some revision of sched-
ules seems desirable. This matter, how-
ever, is complicated by condition in
which the Provisional Government left
the, treasury of the island. In the oon-
sideration of such matters as these the
Cuban Congress can use its time and its
energies to much better advantage than
it can in discussing measures for exclud-
ing aliens who bring capital to the island
and make business which develops the
resources of the country and which both
direotly and indirectly brings wealth to
the people.

As far as the proposal to pass a law
limiting the property rights of aliens is
oconcerned it is most unlikely that such a
law will be put on the Cuban statute books,
and if it were to be so placed it would be
no proper subjeot for American ‘oriticism
until there is at least a modification of
the laws of such States as-Illinois and
Kansas and a few others. Thus far
Cuba's attitude toward foreigners has
been broad and liberal, and there is no
reason to expect any change unlees it be
in the polioy of the Administration in the
matter of financial schemers and adven-
turers.

Personal.
To TR® Epiror or
Where's Magoon?
New Yorx, February 23.

The Why of “Colonial Parkway.'
TO THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir; If your
correspondent who fears that the change of name
from Edgecombe avenue to Colonlal Parkway
would not be quite appropriste should ever
chance to visit the locality of which be writes,
perhaps the reason for the new designation may
appear. Colonial Park is the plcturesque public
territory bounded on the south by 145th street,
on the north by 138th street, on the east by Brad.
burst avenue, while Edgecombe avenue, al-
ready a parkway controlled and cared for by the
Department of Parks, Is the westerly
overlooking the park for iis entire length,
The few remalning blocks of Edgecombe avenue
below 143th street and those on Edgecombe road
above 156th street lead up and down 1o Colonial
Park, which Is easlly the oentral feature of the
soction. If the naming of a sireet may properly
Include some Indication of its main route, thea |
submit that the title which I bave asked for s
At and In order, Jomw J. P, MurcA Ny,
Alderman, T'weaty-fourth Distriot,

Ciry Hawn, February 22,

situation might be helped by a little atten- | Eas

IN

IGNOBLEST DEBTOR
* THE WORLD.

THE

Wu'lmmu. Feb. 22.—O0ne of the most
sinister antl abhorrent tragedies of Wash-

!uwnhlm“mdln.t:jvur',of
Claims. This court is in a ral'way an
excellent tribunal, able, oconscientious,

bard working. The Judges pronounce
upon the integrity of claims brought
against the Government, and as a rule
they do so with an enlightened and labor-
fous justice. Big men bave sat upon this
oloistered bench. Men wise in publio life
and equipped with long and varied ex-
perience have joined In its councils and
contributed to its verdiots the frult of
years of study and endeavor. The court
oconstitutes the medium 6f communication
between the creditor and the thrice barred
Treasury, and history has shown that it is
usually impartial and dispassionate as it is
equitable, ' '

Not there, however, is the tragedy
enacted. It merely begins there. The
decision of the Court of Claims simply
launches the successful claimants upon
the troubled sea of politios. Their pre-
tensions have been examined, their rights
defined, their awards distributed, and
then begins the heartbreaking struggle
to get the money from Congress. A
verdiot in the Court of Claims is a suocess
of more or less academio import. To
realive upon it an appropriation is indis-
pensable.: The United States Government
is the most ignoble debtor upon earth.
An Apache Indian is better and more
cheerful pay. Creditors may prove their
cases a thousand times over, the court
may sanction them with all the authority
of law and evidenoe, yet the claimant is
no nearer his reward when the court has
done with him than he was before the
obligation was oontracted. He must
inaugurate the dreary, often the de-
spairing, proocess of solicitation. His
rights have been adjudicated, his dues
have been defined, and yet In order
to oollect a penny he must button-
hole Congressmen who never heard of
him or his affairs, invade ocommittee
roome devoted to quite foreign ends,
appeal to unresponsive hearts and con-
front strong and strange faces with his
mysterious grievanoces.

It has come about that the Congress
of this day knows nothing and cares less
about the sorrows and the injuries of the
claimants of the forgotten past. Two
or three millions of dollars of presumably
just debts bave been acknowledged. by
the Court of Claims after careful, almost
microscopic, inquisition. SBome of the
original litigants have died in the course
of nature, others are tottering upon the
brink of longevity and decrepitude. Of
these the heirs and beneficiaries remain,
and most of them are inept lobbyists;
but the Government owes the money, so
far as that fact can be ascertained by
human agencies, and almost any other
Government than ours would pay it over
automatically. The pathos of the tragedy
consists in the fact the Congress is perhaps
willing to pay its score, but is ignorant
or preoccupied, with no one to hold it to
its duty or point the way to righteous
restitutiof.

This is no new thing. It is a familiar
and disheartening occurrence.

FOOTBALL STANDING.

Proposals far Declding It By Organizing
Colleges into tfiroupw.

To THE EDITOR O |11} RUY ~Nir: Now
that the customary “rs' ungs” of college
football teams have been worked out by
the various sporting editors and athletic
specialists, most of whom are necessarily
biased by personal afiliations, criticisms
are in order. It is obvious that the rela-
tive standing of the teams is largely a mat-
ter of opinion, as no definite basis of com-
parison is furnished. To establish such a
basis, why not organize the leading college
teams into groups of four or five each,
which may be designated as leagues?

The championship of each league could,
of course, be determined by a series of
games 1n which every member played every
other member; similarly, the leaders of
each league could determine the sectional
or national championship by a simple ar-
rangement of their sched that would
not necessitate any more games than the
average team now plays during a season,
8o long as foothall games are recognized
a3 money makers and means of advertising,
why not schedule them on a systematic
plan?

Merely for purposes of i(llustration, the

roups in the Kast might b} ad

ollows: In the first group Aﬁ
Pennsylvania and Princeton, w
reverses by the smaller colle
ciated in the minds of the
“big four”; in the nd ro-‘.p Dartmouth,
ornell, Army sand Navy: Inthe third group
rown, Syracuse, Lehigh and lLafayette:

) mur illlams, Ambherst,
Wesleyan and nity. and in the other
'wr'? leagues the minor colleges.

n the mi

this plan would include A game with each
of its rivals in ita luﬂm. and rva-
tions of games with the leaders of two or
more other leagues in case it should win a
championship, with such provision for prac-
tice games as is now customary,

Such a_scheme w
Intg t of football from both the collegian's
and t olnymln'lpolnéolvlew.fort @ reason
that each .l:ma would have a definite bear-
lnct upon the final ranking of the contest-

ants,
Would the Intemllo!loto squabbles pre-
v‘nt such organization?

L 3 KENDALL BaNNING,
New York, February 22

Geaeral Grant Not Entirely Forgotten,

To THE EpITOR OF THESUN—Sir: To-day,
the streets being uncrowded and therefore
permitting a freer view of the shop windows,
I saw In a usually busy street downtown
a picture of General U, 8, Grant, and it re-
minded me, in spite of headlines in this
morning's papers, that there are still people
in America who can think of (Grant--even
to putting his likeness in the window on
Washington’s Birthday and so associating
a founder and a savior of the Union,

Theoretically al ieast people might be
expected to think of Washington to-day,
80 we had offered to us for breakfast the
tale of a new addition to the Ananias Club
—to remind the thoughtless of a greater
than Washington, no doubt. At the same
time we learned from a newer CGrant—the
Rev. Percy, no lesa—that Washington's
successor of Ananias fame had saved the
country from rovmnlon; this news too
l‘l’a.:n v wtg. :n e public o% fl&:.lmlnvemry

owever, all lnm to may in M1“
our mamentary attent wAS °

to remember
ll?t.y little for
ented

i that,
t 5
@ me hunl vtt:g pu ‘EEE“ pioture in

a few other men wh ve
he country bulduo °
s e; mﬁo such unp
eaving nh.ln"ton moment is no
onger cock o' the w .onlgicu of next
Te ire oihare 'w‘ b.v‘o". a&d"t.l:ut
gb{o“to:':ﬂvo from their minds nuvmo=
NEw ‘Yorx, February 23. )

Genealogy in Boston.

To TaE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: One Boston
woman asked another why her brother was named
Socott. “Why,"was the reply, in all seriousness,
“itisafamily name. You know we are descended
from Mary Queen of Scota.* NAIVETR.

BosTox, February 21, )

. "
Recurs the Egfilest Sign.

To go where swollea rivers slag

In search of early sign of spring

Would be & useless step for me,

A wasie of time and energy;

‘Ajlullhvolodohwm

o

his shrill blast makes me heed—
And bands me catalogues of seed.

THROMAS JENKING,

g8 Are asso- |,
public as the

add much to the f.

STEEL,

The New British Prooess and the Desipey
of the Thane of Skibo.

To T8R ED1TOR OF TREBUN—8ir: The o4,
torial article in yesterday's BUN on t'e New
Discovery in Steel” was rather loteresting
s the merits and results of the new procesy
Jibe with the ideas on free steel now bein,
advocated by Altruistioc Andrew.

The flop of Mr. Carnegle was sudden anq
unaccountable to say the least. |5 (p,
explanation that he has acquired the Amer,.
can rights to the working of the procag
together with the control of the | ;ijsy
output intended for America?

With free sieel then indeed would 'onay,
olent Mr. Carnegie again be the high « -k,
lorum of the steel trade for reasons whjeh
are self-evident.

Before any rearrangement of the rariy
on steel your warning should be kept |y
mind: “American products might be e,
fered with seriously in their own doesijo
market by the importation of the new iiili|sy
commodity free of duty." Leave w
Carnegle’s wishes and way of life our of cop.
sideration altogether. He has his littie olq
$319,000,000 or 8o; what more does he wany}

CuArLeEs H. Scuore,

BrooxryN, February 22,

1.'HE BACHELORS.

Happlness and Wisdem Ascribed to the
Tribe by One of Them,

To rar Epiton or THE BUN—8ir: [nthe
Springfield Daily News I find that "Russe|
C. Parrish entertained the Bachelors Club
Thursday evening in his home, The hoyse
was decorated with the club colors, yellow,
and dinner was perved at 6 o'clock.”

“Away to Saint Peter for the heavens;
he shows me where the bachelors sit, and
there live we as merry as the day is long*
~*“Much Ado About Nothing."

{ find that in New Mexico a bill has heen
introduced providing for the classification
of bachelors and widowers and the levying
of a tax against them. Bachelors hatween
the ages of 25 and 45 are to pay $10 annual
tax and widowers will be required to pay
$85 annual tax if the bill is passed. 'The
revenue from this source |8 to provide
oupm for uhmarried women.

, mark and inwardly digest” 4
penalty, in amount twice that lmposed
upon the Inexperienced, unsuspecting
bachelor {8 necessary inorderto foroe theey.

nced, sophisticated widower toembark

e second time upon the tempestuous seg
of lrmrlmony.

“In_ union there is strength,” the only
way for bachelors to “acquire the means
of an effectual resistance” 18 to stand closs
together, otherwise an experience as dire

that which Lucretia M. Davidson seis
own in her “The Auctioneer then in his
abor began” will come to each and every
bachelor sooner or later.

As the Detroit Free Prcas says: “Hades
isn't the only thing paved with good in-
tentions—for instance, there's matrimony *
And in & newspaper the name of which rs.
ca me I find recorded this undoubted|y
truthful conversation:

“I think I shall mnrrr him to reform him,*
said the romantje girl. “I have seen that
experiment tried,” re{olnod Miss Cayenne.
“Succesafully?™ “Well, I won't say the
men were reformed, but they always
seemed more or less repentant and dis-
satisfied. ” OBSERVANT BACHELOR.

SPRINGFIELD, Ohio, February 20,

The Dark Side of the Shield.

To Thae Epitor oF THE SBUN-Sir |
would like to ask “E. H. J." If all bachelors
may be supposed to have taken—and kept
~vows of chastity, and to be celibates in
fact as well as in name?

Are they not rather those who wish to
shirk their responsibilities and denying
themselves nothing let the penalty be
paid by some one else? Who are the fathers
of the children abandoned on doorsteps
and in hallwa r...Aen in the foundling asy-
lums, or murde by the despairing moth-
ers who are left alone to r the conse-
quence of their follr? Can_the bachelors
one and all cry “Not guilty"?

The children of the hard working married
man and ard working wife who are
striving honestly to support and educate
them are not growing up to fill our poor-
houses and Auu but rather to be the sturdy

nd honorable workers who are the back-
Tmne of any country. All honor to the man
who faces the responsibilities of his life and
bears his burdens with such strength as
God givea him. JUSTITIA.
NEW YORK, February 21. |

THE WASHINGTON. LIFE.

Comment en the Recelvership Recently
Ordered

To THE Ep1TOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Leo
C. Dessar, a lawyer and a policyholder of
the Washington Life Insurance Company,
says he is in sympathy with Mr. Justice
Erlanger in the appointment of receivers
for the property of the Washington Lifa
Insurance Company, which company has
been reinsured by the Pittsburg Life and
Trust Company. He says: “The policy-
holders of the Washington Life have a right
to have their assets apply solely to the pay-
ment of obligationd of that company. Ther
have a right to insist that these asscts shall
not be subject to the liabilities of another
company, with which they are under no
contractual relation,” &c.

It would be interesting to learn by what
rocess of reasoning Mr. Dessar assumes
hat the assets of the Washington ldfe
Insuranoce (.‘omp.n{ will be applied to tha
m,mont of the obligations of the Pitishurg

e and Trust Company. The Pittsburg
Life and Trust Company previous to the
reinsurance had a larger ker cent. of sur-

lus protection to policyholders than the
‘ashington Life [nsurance (ompany
at the date of its last examination. [t will
thus be {ly seen that this reinsurance
deal will be of mutual advantage to the
soll‘?holdora of both companies, but of
ecided advantage to the policyholders
of the Washington Life Insurance (om-

pany.
T‘o business of these two life insurance
companies can transacted with but
one working force and agency plant, mate-
rially reducing the u{wnm of both com-
nies, thereby effecting a great saving,
nasmuch as this reinsurance was effect
strictly within the letter of the law the re-
ceivership will of temporary duration
at the most, as the compuny is strictly
within its "5"" and will undoubtedly win
out in the end, Thus a recefvership will be,
as the attorneys of the company have
stated, for the benefit of the receiver. The
fact that a receivership is contrary to the
advice of  the Anorney-()or'wral. who is
acting in Harmony with the Insurance De-
partment emJahulu-t e fact that indi-
viduals should be restrained from bringing
suits of this character against a life com-
y. We_hgve an efficient insurance de-
rtment, which, in a contingency such as
his one, if it deems smch action desirable,
mqr call u{)on the Attorney-General to take
action, or the latter may do so of his own
volition. Why have an insurance depart-
ment at all if the rmnl public is per-
mitted to supervise by means of suits and
injunctions? R. M. Cnaxnos
NEW YORrk, February 21,

Hannibal's Elephants.

To 78& EDITOR OF TRE SUN Sir: An artich
from the Nashville Banner of February 16 sayd
that “the future of the African ejephant as a ser-
vant of man Is, however, not yet conclusively
determined.” With this statement 1 beg to take
Issue, Hannlbal's use of elephants in his cam:
palgn In Italy Is a matter of common know edge
and the Greek and Roman bhistorians testify to the
usefulness of these animals, especlally ot the
Trebla.

The logical supposition that the elephants of
the Carthaginlan General were of the \frican
species appears to be confirmed by the figures o
Carthaginlan ocolns reproduced by Hénn: bhert
("Histolre d'Annibal™ In which the clcphant
shown has the distinctive large ears of (0
African animal,

The Carthaginians seem to have solved the
question of the African elephant's usefulness O
man over 3,000 years ago. Why should moicm
handiers te less successful? Loctos P. Brows

NasxviLe, Tenn., February 20

The Figure of the Fair,
Knicker—You can't get onto thelr curves
Rooker—Of course not: at present they are (¥8

the bat.

In Harper's Monthly Magasine for March M
Robert Dunn describes hls ascent of Mound
Wrangell 1o Alaska, Mr, and Mrs. C. W, Deebe
wander in search of specimens {n Veneruc i

ning records Impressions of the 11530

Mr. W. G. Beymer those of a visit 0

while Mr. Norman B, Duncan ©on-

unt of his Syrian caravan Al

Mr. E. A. Abbey's “1icor?

soccompanied by ihe 110

Collins's commentary. '™

5 tes on Infeotious diseases. 17¢’?
uch fietion, seven short stories and the con-
Unuatlon of the amonymous serial; and herd
verse, )

TR
CARLG
or

Seen a
roWe
the
Be

Carlo
for he
of Us"
as the
of Doh
Elliott'
inap
wood,

the writ

The
agent |
advanot

Miss N

led o

ex eo!

If soth

n some

in the i
that co
tive and
and ple
Norry
Yorker,
Nillson)
dren, a
on rece
come a
over wi
to feel
volved.
the son
in his o
only to
wiou
dramati
Six y
begins,
boy a
she is
by dur
chance ¢
fous for
for her,
of cha
in real
stage, h
fortable
he sees
wife, he
boy; shel
stay with
from the

A thi
Townse!
really f
not hard
about
roene,

Miss )
trayer of
strain al
display
her is n
in the a
i‘ndimti

o ory.

.\lirigon
changed
of wome
eager lo
sham an
energy.
and Ho
two roles
deserve,

But af
more fav
six-year
the actic
centres,
WAS 4 W
tared wi
ance wor

rtiouls

sa1 and
the onlog
svwung i

The n
small su
play un
able un
David in
while he
qQuestion:

|
or whoe
rrodueti
Fomn.

latt h
such ma
8 q
times t
2 pearsod

say. B
well told

N
Miss
sham a
from “R
for M
Theatre
not been
there w
Cohan
duétion

bill and
to both
was sub
Smoot
tive Cu
not p
comes
the way
authore

s
he




